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House passed most of priority measures Duterte mentioned in final SONA—
Romualdez
August 5, 2021 | Zacarian Sarao | Inquirer.Net
MANILA, Philippines — The House of
Representatives delivered on its promise to pass most
of the priority measures enumerated by President
Rodrigo Duterte in his final State of the Nation
Address (SONA), Majority Leader Martin
Romualdez, who represents the 1st District of Leyte,
said on Wednesday.
In his final SONA on July 26, Duterte asked Congress
to pass his 12 priority bills before the expiration of his
term in June 2022.
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“Under Speaker [Lord Allan] Velasco’s leadership, we stayed true to our mandate and
successfully passed most of the administration’s priority measures, as spelled out by President Rodrigo Duterte in his [SONA]. Of the twelve bills mentioned, only two are pending in
the House and are expected to be prioritized once we resume sessions,” Romualdez said.
Romualdez was referring to the bills on Unified Military and Uniformed Services Personnel
Separation, Retirement, and Pension Act to manage the escalating pension costs of military
and uniformed personnel (MUP) and free legal assistance to the members of the

Armed Forces of the Philippines and Philippine National Police facing charges arising from the performance of their official duty.
Duterte pushed for the passage of the bill on the MUP, which is up for second reading approval in the House of Representatives, and
the one on free legal assistance for police and military personnel, which is under committee deliberation in the lower chamber.
Meanwhile, Romualdez said the House had already transmitted to the Senate the following Sona-priority bills:







HB No. 00300 on the Foreign Investments Act
HB No. 00078, on the Public Service Act
HB No. 05832, Creating the Department of Filipinos Overseas and Foreign Employment
HB No. 06927, on the E-Governance Act
HB No. 05989, Creating the Department of Disaster Resilience
HB No, 08990, Establishing Evacuation Centers in Every City and Municipality

Romualdez said the Retail and Trade Liberalization Act (HB No. 00059) and the modernization of the Bureau of Fire Protection (HB
No. 07406) were currently under the deliberation of the bicameral conference committee.
“The House also passed on third and final reading last Wednesday (July 28), the bills that would create the Philippine Center for
Disease Control and Prevention (HB09560), and the Virology Institute of the Philippines (HB09559),” Romualdez said.
“Rest assured that we will work tirelessly to pass the remaining vital bills in the House once we return from the ECQ (enhanced
community quarantine).
In the meantime, let us cooperate with the IATF (Inter-Agency Task Force for the Management of Emerging Infectious Diseases)
and authorities in ensuring that our lockdown would be worthy by getting vaccinated, observing strict health protocols, staying
home, and taking care of one another,” he added.
Metro Manila and its four adjacent provinces of Bulacan, Cavite, Laguna, and Rizal — collectively known as the National Capital
Region Plus — will be under enhanced community quarantine from Aug. 6 to 20 due to the rise in case of the more-transmissible
COVID-19 Delta variant.
Source: House passed most of priority measures Duterte mentioned in final SONA – Romualdez | Inquirer News
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Small businesses required to file withholding tax forms online
August 5, 2021 | Luz Wendy T. Noble| Business World

THE Bureau of Internal Revenue (BIR) is requiring even small businesses to file their
withholding tax certificates online amid ongoing lockdown restrictions due to the coronavirus
pandemic.
“This is to lessen face-to-face transactions with the office,” BIR Deputy Commissioner Marissa
O. Cabreros said via Viber message.
Under Revenue Regulations No. 16-2021 issued on Aug. 3, the requirement to file withholding
tax certificates online “shall apply to all taxpayers whether or not registered with the Large
Taxpayers Service (LTS) of the BIR.”
Taxpayers are required to scan the original copies of their BIR Forms 2307 and 2316 and store such documents under the
submission facilities of the BIR, with the name formats prescribed by the agency.
BIR Form 2307 is the certificate of creditable tax withheld at source, while BIR Form 2316 is the certificate of compensation
payment/tax withheld.
Prior to the issuance of the regulation, only large corporations were required to file these documents online.
“RR No. 16-2021 is consistent with the BIR’s efforts to digitalize various tax filings since the additional taxpayers covered by the
requirement do not have to flock to BIR offices to manually submit hard copies or DVD-R copies of said certificates. This is not
only convenient for taxpayers but also safe in light of the COVID-19 pandemic,” Maria Lourdes P. Lim, a tax managing partner of
Isla Lipana & Co. said in a mobile phone message on Wednesday evening.
However due to limited access to computers and internet connection for some taxpayers, Ms. Lim said the BIR should provide so me
leniency and not impose penalty to those who may not be able to file their taxes immediately.
Taxpayers have increased online transactions with BIR as lockdown restrictions continued.
The Department of Finance in June said the BIR has received 1.43 million online tax returns on 2020 income from January to April
15, 2021, which accounts for 99.5% of all income tax returns. These were submitted either through the BIR Electronic Filing and
Payment System and Electronic BIR Forms System.
Online submission of ITRs increased by 8.75% against the 1.315 million filed digitally last year. Meanwhile, taxes payments settled
online also remained elevated at P573 billion as of April 30. This accounted for 83% of P689 billion in collections for the year to
April 15.
The agency is working on various projects to boost its digitalization, including the targeted fourth-quarter completion of its
implementation of the Internal Revenue Integrated System, which is a central and repository tool to process taxpayers’ information.
Source: Small businesses required to file withholding tax forms online

Airlines to seek fresh government aid next week
August 4, 2021 | Arjay L. Balinbin | Business World

AIRLINES are hoping to meet with the government’s transport agencies next week to seek
an extension of the waiver of airport fees as the aviation industry continues to struggle due
to the pandemic and lockdowns, the Air Carriers Association of the Philippines
(ACAP) said Wednesday.
“The government-backed guarantees were discussed as early as Bayanihan I, but (the matter
remains) pending,” ACAP Chairman and Philippines AirAsia, Inc. Chief Executive
Officer Ricardo P. Isla said at an online briefing. He was referring to the first Bayanihan
stimulus package passed last year.
“However, what we are now asking for is an extension of the waived airport fees and parking fees. That alone will be a big help to
the airline companies,” he added. Mr. Isla also said ACAP is due to meet by next week with the Civil Aviation Authority of the
Philippines, the Civil Aeronautics Board, and the Manila International Airport Authority. [Cont. page 3]
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Airlines to seek fresh government aid next week
[Cont. from page 2]

He noted that some airport tenants are also asking for rent relief.
“The parking and runway fees that we pay the airports — I think these are the basics that we can ask for right now,” he added.
Philippines AirAsia officials presented during the briefing the results of its survey conducted on July 23, 24, 27 and 28 involving
1,600 guests flying out of Ninoy Aquino International Airport Terminal 3 to destinations like Bohol, Bacolod, Cagayan de Oro, Cebu
and Davao.
The low-cost carrier said 91.4% of the respondents agreed that having a fully vaccinated crew gives them confidence to travel by air.
“As of August 2, 2021, 67% of the 1,500 Filipino (AirAsia employees) have received their COVID-19 shots. With the threat of the
Delta variant, AirAsia Philippines is proactively campaigning to inoculate its entire workforce within the year,” the company said in
a statement.
“Meanwhile, 729 guests or 45.5% claimed to have been vaccinated; 410 of whom were fully vaccinated or were traveling two weeks
after receiving their second dose; 190 received their first dose; and 120 claimed to have gotten their second dose,” it added.
Source: https://www.bworldonline.com/airlines-to-seek-fresh-government-aid-next-week/

Inflation cools to 7-month low in July as transport costs ease
August 5, 2021 | Ramon Royandoyan | Philstar

MANILA, Philippines — Consumer price growth softened to its lowest level in 7 months in
July to return to the government’s target, mainly due to easing transport costs.
Inflation, as measured by the consumer price index, cooled down 4% year-on-year in July,
slower than 4.1% clip recorded in the preceding month, the Philippine Statistics Authority
reported Thursday. Slower increase of public transport costs, particularly tricycle fares and
fuel, mainly contributed to the deceleration of price upticks.

Marikina residents are seen inside the public
market of the city on July 28, 2021. The
Department of Health reports an increase in
new COVID-19 infections following the
detection of the local transmission of its Delta
variant. The STAR/Michael Varcas

It was the slowest reading since 3.5% clip posted in December last year. At the same time, it
settled within the government’s 2-4% inflation target.
Year-to-date, inflation averaged 4.4%.
The uptick in international commodity prices due to supply-chain bottlenecks and the
recovery in global demand could lend upside pressures on inflation. On the other hand, the
emergence of new coronavirus variants and delays in easing lockdown measures are seen to
pose downside risks to both demand and inflation," Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas Governor
Benjamin Diokno said in a statement.

https://www.philstar.com/business/2021/08/05/2117796/inflation-cools-7-month-low-july-transport-costs-ease

Emerging COVID-19 variants seen threatening PHL economic recovery
August 4, 2021 | Luz Wendy T. Noble | Business World

AN ECONOMIC recovery for the Philippines could come “sooner than later,” though the main downside will come from the
emergence of more infectious variants of the coronavirus, First Metro Investment Corp. (FMIC) and University of Asia and the Pacific (UA&P) said in a joint report Wednesday.
“The emergence of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) variants and possible draconian response still pose threats to a rapid
economic reboot,” FMIC and UA&P said in their July market call.
The analysis noted that indicators in May including employment, manufacturing output, and government spending are helping to
raise optimism that the economy is on the mend. “The likelihood of continued improvement will largely depend on the roll-out of
vaccines, the control of the spread of the COVID-19 and the relaxation of mobility restrictions. Employment gains should translate
to higher aggregate spending, which will hopefully create more jobs in the second half,” according to the market call. [Cont. page4]
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Emerging COVID-19 variants seen threatening PHL economic recovery
[Cont. from page 3]

The May unemployment rate was 7.7%, equivalent to 3.73 million jobless, declining from
8.7% or 4.138 million in April, according to the Philippine Statistics Authority.
The June Labor Force Survey released Tuesday also came in at 7.7%, but estimated
unemployment numbers at 3.764 million.
FMIC and UA&P are bullish that higher employment in sectors such as manufacturing and
construction will help to propel a recovery in those sectors.
Factory activity continued to expand thought at a slower pace last month even as neighboring
countries saw contractions due to the infection surge, according to IHS Markit. The Philippine Manufacturing Purchasing Managers’
Index was at 50.4 in July, slipping from a 50.8 reading in June, although still above the 50 neutral mark that separates contraction
from expansion.
Another important factor that could help boost growth is the pickup in government spending, according to the market call.
“We expect National Government spending to accelerate further for the rest of the year as the May 2022 Presidential elections draw
closer,” the two institutions said.
Government spending in June rose 13.2% from a year earlier to P395.4 billion, according to the Bureau of the Treasury. Government
spending in the first half of the year was P2.206 trillion, up 9.6% from a year earlier but still 9.56% short of the P2.44-trillion target
for the January to June period.

In July, FMIC trimmed its GDP (gross domestic product) growth forecast for the year to 5-6% from the 5.5-6.5% estimate it issued
in January. The official government target is 6-7%. The economy contracted by 4.2% in the first quarter following the record 9.6%
contraction in 2020.
Source: Emerging COVID-19 variants seen threatening PHL economic recovery

Entitlements of Delivery Riders in Food Delivery and Courier Activities

August 5, 2021 | Ronald Mark C. Lleno, IL Young Choi, Ramon I. Rocha IV, and Roman George P. Castillo |
SyCip Salazar Hernandez & Gatmaitan
On July 23, 2021, the Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE) issued Labor Advisory No. 14-2021 to ensure compliance
with applicable labor standards and occupational safety and health standards for delivery riders engaged in food delivery and courier
activities using the digital platform of a company (Digital Platform Company) in the event that delivery riders are deemed employees
of the Digital Platform Company.
Labor Advisory No. 14-2021 defines a “delivery rider” as “any accredited person who, through digital platform, receives the order
from the merchant or the parcel from the [customer], delivers the same [and] gets paid therefor.” Meanwhile a “Digital Platform
Company” is defined as the company that manages and/or operates a location-based digital platform which allocates work to
individuals in a specific geographical area in food delivery and courier activities.
Labor Advisory No. 14-2021 provides that the relationship between the delivery riders and the Digital Platform Company shall be
based on the principle of “primacy of facts” by applying any of the following tests: (a) four-fold test; (b) economic reality test; and
(c) independent contractor test. If delivery riders are considered employees of the Digital Platform Company after applying the
relevant tests, then the delivery riders shall be entitled to the minimum benefits provided under the Labor Code and relevant labor
issuances, including but not limited to, minimum wage, holiday pay, premium pay, overtime pay, night shift differential, service
incentive leave, retirement benefits, separation pay, social benefits, and other benefits under existing laws. They shall also enjoy
security of tenure, self-organization, and collective bargaining.
The terms and condition of engagement of delivery riders, who are considered as independent contractors, shall be governed by their
respective contracts and agreements with the Digital Platform Company.
Complaints or grievances of delivery riders and/or the Digital Platform Company shall be settled and resolved through conciliation,
mediation, inspection, or arbitration, whichever is applicable, pursuant to existing rules and regulations of the DOLE.
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